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Abstract 

We perform the calculation of the partition function of the Poisson-sigma model on 
the world sheet with the topology of a two-dimensional disc. Considering the special case 
of a linear Poisson structure we recover the partition function of the Yang-Mills theory. 
Using a glueing procedure we are able to calculate the partition function for arbitrary 
base manifolds. 
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1 Introduction 

The Poisson-sigma model has attracted increasing interest in recent years. Originally in¬ 
vestigated by Schaller and Strobl as a generalization of 2d gravity-Yang-Mills systems 
and independently by Ikeda as a non-linear gauge theory |p it turned out to be more than 
a unified treatment of these specific models. Actually, the Poisson-sigma model associates 
to various Poisson structures on hnite dimensional manifolds two-dimensional field theories 
which include gravity models i i§ and non-Abelian gauge theories, in particular Yang- 
Mills theory, and the gauged Wess-Zumino-Witten model It was already noted in |||, 
that the quantization of the Poisson-sigma model as a field theory has implications for more 
general questions concerning the quantization of various spaces, in particular the quantization 
of Poisson manifolds. By use of the canonical quantization procedure it was shown that the 
symplectic leaves of the target manifold must satisfy an integrality condition. In the mean¬ 
time Catteneo and Felder have shown that the perturbation expansion of the path integral 
in the covariant gauge reproduces the Kontsevich’s formula for the deformation quantization 
of the algebra of functions on a Poisson manifold [^. 

The connection to gravity models was used by Kummer, Liebl and Vassilevich to investi¬ 
gate the special case of 2d dilaton gravity in the temporal gauge, and they have calculated 

*hirsh@physik.uni-dortmund.de 

^ thomasSzylon.physik.uni-dortmund.de 


1 



A.C. Hirshfeld and T. Schwarzweller, The linear Poisson-sigma model on arbitrary surfaces 


the generating functional using BRST methods In further work they have studied the 
coupling to matter fields [ n |. 

In we have used path integral techniques to derive a general expression for the partition 
function of the Poisson-sigma model on closed manifolds for an arbitrary gauge. In this 
calculation we reproduce the quantization condition for the symplectic leaves to be integral, 
now for arbitrary closed world sheets. Further, we have shown that for a linear Poisson 
structure the partition function is fully computable and the partition function for the Yang- 
Mills theory may be recovered from that of the linear Poisson-sigma model. Klimcik 
has introduced a more general model where the target spaces are given by certain so-called 
Drinfeld doubles |14], such that the Poisson-sigma model with a Poisson-Lie group as the 
target space is included. He calculates the partition function for this model, which turns out 
to be a q-deformation of the ordinary Yang-Mills partition function. In a special case his 
expression coincides with the Verlinde formula of the conformal quantum filed theory. 


Work on the generalization of the Poisson-sigma model to manifolds with boundary, which 
was already initiated by Catteneo and Felder for the case where the world sheet has the 
topology of a two-dimensional disc, is still under progress. Recently, Falceto and Gawedzki 
have clarified the relation of the boundary version of the gauged WZW model with a Poisson- 
Lie group G as the target space to the topological Poisson sigma model with the dual Poisson- 
Lie group G* as the target [p^. 


The purpose of the present article is to show that a calculation generalizing that in |^| 
leads to an almost closed expression for the partition function of the Poisson-sigma model 
on a disc. Further, by introducing a procedure for glueing manifolds together by identifying 
certain boundary components we are able to determine the partition function of the linear 
Poisson-sigma model on arbitrary oriented two-dimensional manifolds. 


The paper is structured as follows. Sec. 2 starts with a brief review of the Poisson- 
sigma model, including the gauge-fixed extended action of the Batalin-Vilkovisky quantization 
scheme. We then perform the calculation of the partition function on the disc. We show that 
for a linear Poisson structure on the partition function of the SU{2) Yang-Mills theory on 
a disc is recovered. In Sec. 3 we introduce a glueing prescription and evaluate the partition 
function for the linear Poisson-sigma model on arbitrary base manifolds. Finally, Sec. 4 
contains the conclusions and an outlook for further research. 


2 The partition function on the disc 


The Poisson-sigma model is a semi-topological field theory on a two dimensional world sheet 
Tig, where g denotes the genus of the manifold. The theory involves a set Y® of bosonic 
scalar fields which can be interpreted as a set of maps Y® : —> N, where Y is a Poisson 
manifold. In this article the Poisson manifolds considered are isomorphic to R®®. In addition 
one has a one-form Ai on the world sheet taking values on T*N. Due the splitting theorem 
of Weinstein [16| there exist so-called Casimir-Darboux coordinates Y® ^ {X^,X°‘) for the 
target manifold, with the properties that the Y^ are a complete set of Casimir functions, and 
the Y“ are Darboux coordinates on the corresponding leaves. In these coordinates the action 
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is given as 

5[^/, = j {ai A dX^ + A dX“ + AAp + C{X^)^ (2.1) 

S9 


with C{X) = frC{X), where /U is the volume form of the world sheet and C{X) a Casimir 
function of the Poisson bivector P. The world sheet can have a boundary, we take it to 
have the topology of a two dimensional disc, so we must specify the boundary conditions. 
Denoting by u the coordinates of the world sheet, the fields Ai (i = {I, a)) are restricted to 
obey Ai{u) ■ V = 0 for u G and v a vector tangent to the boundary |p. 


Due to the fact that the model possesses gauge invariances which have to be taken into 
account one must modify the action in order to perform the path integral quantization. We 
used for this purpose the antifield formalism of Batalin and Vilkovsky |D]. The resulting 
gauge-fixed extended action is then [^] 


Sgf[Ai,A^,X^,X'^]= j {aiAAX^+ A^AdX^ + ]^P^^{X^)Ao,AAp + C{X^) 

D2 

A dCi + - t:\i{Ai) - • (2.2) 

The underlying geometry of the antifield formalism was described in the paper of Alexandrov 
et.al In ||T^ this approach was extended to the case of world sheets with boundary and 
applied to the Poisson-sigma model to calculate the extended action. They recovered in this 
approach the boundary conditions which they used in Q. In that paper it was pointed out 
that the Hodge dual antifields have the same boundary condition as the fields. It then follows 
for u G that Cfiu) = 0 and Afin) • u = 0 for u tangent to the boundary, as well as 
C*{u) = 0 and A*{u) ■ w = 0 for w normal to the boundary. The boundary condition for the 
maps X* is as follows: one is to include in the path integral only maps which map all points 
on the boundary to a single point in the target manifold. 


2.1 Calculation of the partition fnnction on a disc 

The partition function for the Poisson-sigma model on a disc is 


Z{0^fiix)) = 


[DX][DA][D ... ] exp(--5,/)(4, </-(X(u^))) , 


(2.3) 




where Dijr denotes the chosen Lagrangian submanifold associated to the gauge fermion T |12|. 
{6x, 4>{X)) is the Dirac measure, a distribution of order zero. c/){X{u^)) is an arbitrary function 
with support only on the boundary of the disc, while denotes an arbitrary point on the 
boundary, and x is a point in the target manifold. This distribution ensures the boundary 
condition for the fields X, and reflects the freedom of the fields on the boundary of the disc. 
In general, functions of the form X{yP) are observables for the Poisson-sigma model, because 
of the boundary condition C^{u^) = 0, {S,X) |a]D) 2 = P^^Ci 1^02= Oj as noted in [^. The 
complete list of functional integrations which must be performed in Eq. (^]^) is given in Ref. 

H- 
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If one is interested in submanifolds S of H” one has to reduce the Dirac measure to these 
submanifolds 




= uj(j)=: ((55,(/>(x)|g) , 

S JS 


(2.4) 


where to is the Leray form, which can be chosen to be proportional to the volume form 
induced on the submanifold by the Euclidian measure on IR," Note that the function 

4> is restricted to the submanifold S, and the dependence on the point x passes over to the 
choice of the specific submanifold. If one applies this restriction to the foliation of the Poisson 
manifold such that the symplectic leaves L are the considered submanifolds, the Dirac measure 
picks the symplectic leaf L given by C{X^) = const.. The form of the partition function in 
Casimir-Darboux coordinates is then 


= J [D...]{6L,MX'^))expi-^Sgf). (2.5) 


All the integrations over the fields may be performed. The calculation is the same as in 
Ip)^ . If one performs the gauge fixing for the X°‘ the integration over X" goes over to the sum 
over the homotopy classes of the maps. This has the consequence that the function (j)L{X°^) 
does not depend on a specific point of the target anymore, but just on the homotopy class 
[X“] of the associated map X" : —> L: 


Z{B\<Pci{X^)) = [ dX^ det f%^P'^^(Xo^)) det-V2 (p-^{X^)) 


r2i(M) 


X {6l, </>(X“)) exp I I dX“ A dX^ j exp , (2.6) 


where the subscript D^(M) indicates that the determinant results from an integration over 
fc-forms and Ajq 2 denotes the surface area of the disc. is the symplectic form on the leaf. 
All the functional integrations have been performed and one has arrived at an almost closed 
expression for the partition function. The boundary condition is now restricted to a function 
on the symplectic leaves which reflects the freedom of the fields X on the boundary. This 
means that the boundary condition for the fields X is now reduced to each single symplec¬ 
tic leaf characterized by the corresponding constant mode Xg. One can now interpret the 
boundary condition as follows; the boundary of the disc is mapped to a point in the target 
space and one associates to this point the Leray form of the leaf in which it lies. 


2.2 The linear Poisson structure on 

In this section we show that the choice of a linear Poisson structure on the target manifold 
leads to the partition function for SU{2) Yang-Mills theory on the disc. The symplectic 
leaves are then 2-spheres and the Leray form is proportional to the symplectic form on 
the sphere induced by the Poisson structure on E^. 
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The mappings X" : 


are characterized by the their degree n: 


y J dX“ A dX^ = ^ y a;(Xo^), 

D2 §2 


(2.7) 


where f ^(Xq) is the symplectic volume of the leaf associated to the constant mode Xq. The 
sum over the degrees defines a periodic delta-function, such that 


n g2 ”■ §2 


nh 


( 2 . 8 ) 


This shows that the symplectic leaves must be integral, more precisely they are half-integer 
valued. This connection to the SU{2) Yang-Mills theory was worked out in the canonical 
formalism by Schaller and Strobl, see Q. 

If we choose the unitary gauge for the fields X“ then both determinants in the partition 
function of Eq. (|2.6| ) have the same form and it is possible to combine them. The number of 
linearly independent forms on a bordered manifold with vanishing tangent components, like 
the gauge fields and the ghosts, is equal to the relative Betti number. It then follows that the 
combined determinant has as exponent the sum of the Betti numbers, which is equal to the 
Euler characteristic of the world-sheet, where the boundary components are now included. 
For more details see |21|. It follows that the exponent for the disc is just 1. The determinants 
yield the symplectic volume Vo1(L(Xq)) of the leaf T(Xq) [^]. 

The linear Poisson structure gives rise to a Lie algebra structure on the dual space Q. 


Weinstein |]T] has shown that the symplectic leaves are exactly the orbits of the coadjoint 
representation of the compact connected Lie group G corresponding to the Lie algebra Q. The 
integrality condition (|2.8| ) of the orbits, respectively the symplectic leaves, reduces them to a 
countable set 0(r2(Xg)). The final result for the partition function of the /inear Poisson-sigma 
model on the disc is then 


Z(b 2,<^^(^.)) = ^ Vol(L!(Xo^))xj,(x„o(</-n(x„L)e^P[^®2C'(L!(X(())] , (2.9) 


where we have introduced the notation xn{(t>n) = (fe, </>r 2 (X")) = Further, 

the function (p is still dependent on the coordinates of the leaf, but due to the fact that one 
integrates over the coadjoint orbit Il(Xg) with respect to the symplectic form cu, the choice 
of this function now depends only on the coadjoint orbits. 


As in the case of closed manifolds |12| ], it is possible to identify the partition function of 
the linear Poisson-sigma model with that of the Yang-Mills theory. This is essentially based 
on the duality of the linear Poisson manifold and the Lie algebra. In this sense we consider 
the partition function of Eq. (^) dual to that of the Yang-Mills theory. To see this one may 
choose a particular function 


</>o(x„l(X“) = exp(27ri(X“,X)) , (2.10) 

where X is a point of the dual space, the Lie algebra, and (•, •) denotes the duality pairing. 
This distribution is nothing else than the Fourier transformation of the measure on the orbits. 
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which is the symplectic structure of the orbit. This in turn is related to the character formula 
of Kirillov : 


1 /* ^ 

Xo(expX) = J exp(27ri(X“,X))^^. 


( 2 . 11 ) 


The key ingredient of the orbit method |22] is the generalized Fourier transform from the 
space of functions on G to the space of functions on Q*, which is the composition of two 
maps: 

1. The map from functions on G to functions on ^ : / i—> (/> : 4>{X) = j{X)f{expX), 
where j{X) = 

2. The usual Fourier transform, which sends functions on Q to functions on Q*. 

Performing the Fourier transformation explicitly in the present case of G = SU{2) one 
gets 

Z{O^X) = ^Vol(n) exp(^e2C'(17)). (2.12) 

The Fourier transformation of the Dirac measure restricted to the 2-spheres is proportional to 
sin(47rXQX)/X [^0| , where Xq stands now for the quadratic radius such that the argument 
of the sine function is scaled by the volume of the 2-spheres, which is, by the special case 
X = 0 of Kirillov’s character formula, the dimension of the corresponding representation. 
All irreducible representations of a compact, connected and simply connected Lie group G 
correspond to integral coadjoint orbits of maximal dimension, in the present case these are 
the orbits of dimension two, the spheres. The determinant of the exponential map j{X) is 
for the case of SU (2) 


J(X) = 


sin(X) 


X 


This leads to 


sin(47rX^X) 

X 


sin(47rXgX) 

sin(X) 


(2.13) 


(2.14) 


which is exactly the expression for the character of SU{2). The representations are character¬ 
ized by their dimensions dim(A) = Vol(D) = dvrXg. Taking into account the symmetrization 


map |22], which maps the quadratic Casimir G(D) which characterizes the coadjoint orbit 
into the Casimir C'(A) of the corresponding representation, one gets for the partition function 


Z(D^,expX) = ^dim(A)xA(expX)exp(Ain, 2 C(A)) , 


(2.15) 


where ^^(exp X) denotes the character of the irreducible representation A of the SU{2) group. 


Equation ( 2.15 ) is the partition function of the two-dimensional Yang-Mills theory on a disc 
p3|. We see that it is a special case of the linear Poisson-sigma model, with exp(27ri(X", X)) 
as the specific function on the boundary, which corresponds to exp X by the identification of 
the Poisson manifold with its dual, the Lie algebra. 
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3 The linear Poisson-sigma model on arbitrary surfaces 


The two-dimensional oriented manifolds are fully classified. Starting with a few standard 
manifolds it is possible to obtain an arbitrary manifold with the help of a glueing prescription 
1^1 . We are interested in a glueing prescription for the partition function of the Poisson- 
sigma model, which allows the partition function for the glued manifold to be deduced from 
the partition functions for the components. We consider the various cases in turn. 


3.1 g = 0 , n> 1 

First we want to create manifolds with more than one boundary component. Geometrically 
this means that one starts with a boundary component, a circle, and deforms it into a rectan¬ 
gle. After that one identifies two opposite edges such that an additional boundary component 


is created. A formula which allows one to perform such calculations is provided in Ref. |^]. 
For functions (l)i,4>2 £ C{G), G a Lie group, define the convolution to be 


(t> 2 ){g) = [ 4>i{g')4>2{9' ^9)dg'■ 

JG 


There exists a well-known equation for the generalized character 


X\ * XX' = 


:Xx , 


(3.1) 


(3.2) 


dim(A)' 

where A denotes an irreducible representation of the group. From this equation, together with 
the fact that the characters form an orthogonal basis for the central functions, one gets 

1 


Xxi(pl*(i>2) = 


xxi4'i)xx{4>2)- 


(3.3) 


dim(A) 

One can shift the group convolution to the Lie algebra with the so-called wrapping map, 
as shown in |27|. Let V'i)'02 be G-invariant, smooth functions on Q. We denote by the 
Fourier transform to the dual space of Q. Then, since dg = dim(A), 


V'fd/i J V'a d/i = Vol(O) j 


(3.4) 


where d^ stands for the measure corresponding to the symplectic form of the coadjoint orbit 
n. Translating this into the notation of the previous section one gets 


Xn{4>i)xni(l)2) = Yol{n)xn{(pi4>2) ■ 

Using the formula (^) in Eq. (^) yields 

Z{C,(p^,4>2) = ^ Vol(n)xQ(<)>i()>2)exp(AcG(n)) 

0 ( 0 ) 

= Vol(0)xo((/)i)xo((/)2) ^^^^ exp(AcC(f2)) 

= Y Xn{4>i)xn{4>2) exp{AcG{n)). 

0 ( 0 ) 


(3.5) 


(3.6) 
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The result is a partition function containing two functions, one with support on each boundary. 
Geometrically this process can be interpreted as follows. First one deforms the boundary, the 
circle, into a rectangle such that each edge of the rectangle has its own degree of freedom, 
respectively its own function, on the edge. The freedom on the boundary turns into Xni4') = 
Xn{ 4 >i 4 ‘ 2 <p 34 ‘ 4 ) 1 where the (pi denote the corresponding parts of the function (p with support 
on the edge i of the rectangle. Then one identifies two opposite edges 

^ Xn{'Pl4>a4>2pa^) = Xn{(pl(p2) ■ (3.7) 


The resulting surface is of course a cylinder. This result can be compared with the results 
achieved in the Dirac quantization scheme by Schaller and Strobl in Q. In that paper they 
performed the canonical quantization and solved the operator constraint equation for the 
linear Poisson structure in Casimir-Darboux coordinates. Their result was that the wave 
functions are restricted to the symplectic leaves, as are the functions p in our calculation, and 
hence the distributions XniP)- Further, they showed that in the general case each integral 
orbit corresponds to one quantum state. This can be seen in our calculation in Eq. (2.8), the 
integral condition for the orbits. 

Note that by choosing both functions to be exp{2Tri{X°‘, X)) one gets the correct result 
for the partition function of the two-dimensional Yang-Mills theory on the cylinder 


The manifold with three boundary components, the next step in our construction, is called 
the pants manifold, and its partition function is 


Z{F,pi,p2,p3) = '^xniPi)xniPa4>24>a^4>3)^^Pi^V‘C{n)) 

n 

n 

= yz Y“^Xq(</>i)xo(</'2)xo( 03) exp(^pC'(D)) . (3.8) 

In this way we can get any manifold with an arbitrary number n > 1 of boundaries; for each 
boundary component there is an additional factor xtiiP) with the new boundary function p, 
as well as an additional factor Vol(D)~^. 


3.2 g = 0 , n = 0 

We now want to calculate the surface with genus <7 = 0 and no boundary component, which is 
the 2-sphere. The difference is that now we do not just deform the manifold as in the previous 
section, here we glue the manifolds together to get the sphere. For this glueing we define the 
following product 

Xn{P)Oxn({P )• Vo1(D0 ^ ^ 

By choosing pi = p and p 2 = p~^ = f/p in Eq. ( ^ ) one gets 

Xn{P)xn{P~^) = Vol(D)xn(#“^) = Vol(D)xn(l) = Vol(D)2 . (3.10) 


This definition of the glueing product is thus quite natural. 
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We are now in a position to calculate the partition function for the sphere by glueing 
two discs together 

Z(S2) = Z(D^ (p) ® Z(]D)'^ (p-^) 

= E E Vol(n)Vol(0') [xo(<^)®Xn'(r')lexp(AB2C(0))exp(^B'2C'(0')) 

0(0) o(o') ' 7''' ' 

°on' 

= Yol{Q)^e^p{As2C{Q)) , (3.11) 

0 ( 0 ) 


which is exactly the partition function for the linear Poisson-sigma model on the sphere 
calculated in ||l^ . 

Another check for the new product is performed by deforming two discs to rectangles, 
and then glueing two edges together. The result should again be a rectangle, i.e. one should 
obtain the partition function for the disc. The partition function takes the form 


Z{n,(j)i4)24i34)4) = Y Yol{^l)xn{<Pi4>24>34>4:) exp{AnC{Q)) 
o{n) 

= ^ Xn(0i<('203)xn(04)exp(AnC'(n)) (3.12) 

o{n) 


^ (I)l4>24>3(t>a) ® Z{n\ (j)^ ^(j)4(f>5(j)e) 

= EE Xn{4>i4>2(t)3)[xn{M ® Xn'(</>a^)]xn'(<(>4<('5(('6)exp(AnC'(n))exp(An/C'(0)) 

= EE Xn'{<Pi4>2h)xn{<Pi(p54>6)Snn' exp(AnC'(fl)) exp(An/C'(ll)) 

n Q' 

= Y Xn{4’i(t^24’3)xn{4’4(t^5(p6) exp(AnC'(n)) 
n 

= Y Vol(ll)xo(</>i<('2<(>304(/>5</>6) exp(AnC'(ll)) 
n 

= Y Vol(ll)xo(-(>) exp(AB 2 C(ll)) = Z(b2, </,), (3.13) 


with (j) — 4 'i4'24'34>a4>54'6- 
consistent. 


This calculation shows that the glueing condition (3.9) is self- 


3.3 g = 1 , n > 0 

If one changes the genus of the surface one has to use the glueing product (|3.9D . The manifold 
with genus <7 = 1 and no boundary is the torus. One can get it by glueing together two 
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cylinders: 

Z{T) = Z(C, M ® Z{C', 

= '^'^[xni4>a) ®Xn'i4>a^)] [xn{4>b) ®Xn'i4>b^)] exp (AcC'(^^)) exp {Ac'C{n')) 
n n' 

= EE ^QU'^nu' exp [AcC{Q) + Ac'C'(ri')) 

n n’ 

= ^exp(ATC'(n)). (3.14) 

n 


The torus is again a manifold without boundary, and one can compare it with the solution 
in []^|. The Euler character for the torus is zero, so in the partition function the symplectic 
volume of the coadjoint orbit does not appear, and we have the same result as in 


The next manifold we consider is the handle Si,i, with genus g = 1 and one boundary 
component n = 1. To get this surface one has to take the pants manifold and glue two of the 
boundary components together. Due to the fact that one changes the genus one has to use 
the glueing product (^^): 

Z(Si,i, (/>) = Z(P, (j), (j)a, (j)a^) 

= [xnifpa) ® xn{(l)a^)] exp C'(D)) 


This result enables us to calculate the partition function for the torus in yet a third way. 
Starting from the handle, we glue a disc onto its boundary. 


Z(T) = Z(Si,i,</.„)® Z(d 2, </.-!) 

V hOi ® Xn'(<?^a ^)] Vol(D') exp (^Ei,i C'(D)) exp {A „2 C{Q')) 

n n' ° 1 1 

= E + ^d2C(D')) 

= ^exp (TtC'(D)) , (3.16) 


n 

which is the same result as 




By glueing two pants together at two boundaries one gets the manifold Si_ 2 . The resulting 
partition function is 


Z(Ei,2, (j)lA2) = Z{F, 4>b) ® Z{F', (j)3, (j)^ Vfe ^) 

= EE [xn(0a) ® Xn'{4>a ^)] ixnifpb) ® XQ'i4'b ^)] 

X exp (Ap (7(11)) exp (^p/ (7(D')) 


E 


Vol(D): 


rXo(</>i)xn((/'2)exp (^Si,2 C'(^)) • 


(3.17) 
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Due to the fact that we do not change the genus we can proceed as in the previous section. 
Starting with the partition function (^.151) 


Z{^yi,cj))=Y, 

Q 

and applying (|3.5|) yields 

Z{Z,y2, 4>1,4>2) = 


Vol(D) 


Xni4>) exp(Asi iC'(D)), 


Vol(D) 


Xn{(t>i4>2) exp(^Si,2C'(^^)) 


E 


Vol(D): 


rXn(</>i)xo(</'2) exp(Asi 2C'(^^)) 


which is the same result as in Eq. ( ^.17 ). In this way one gets the partition function of any 
surface with genus g = 1 and an arbitrary number n of boundary components: Si n. 


3.4 Arbitrary g and n 

With the considerations of the previous sections we are in a position to calculate the parti¬ 
tion function for the linear Poisson-sigma model on an arbitrary two-dimensional (oriented) 
manifold. The fundamental manifold we start with is the pants manifold So, 3 . The question 
is how one can calculate the partition function on a manifold Sg^„ with arbitrary n and g. 
Starting with the pants manifold it should be possible to increase g and n in an arbitrary 
way. On the other hand one must have the possibility to decrease the number of boundary 
components to zero. Hence, one has three requirements: 


• The adding of a disc, i.e. decreasing the number of boundary components n by one, 
results in multiplying the partition function by a factor Vol(H). 


The glueing of the pants manifold, i.e increasing the number of boundary components 
by one, results in a factor Vol(H)“^. This is similar to the application of (3.5). 


• The glueing of Ei ^2 increases the number of the genus, while in the partition function 
an additional factor of Vol(H)“^ appears. 


These considerations lead to the following expression for the partition function of the linear 
Poisson-sigma model on an arbitrary surface 

n 

Z(Sg,„, </)!,...,</-„) = ^ Vo1(H)2-29- Yl exp[Hs„„C(D)]. (3.18) 

O i=l 

One sees that the exponent of the volume of the symplectic leaf is exactly the Euler charac¬ 
teristic for a two-dimensional manifold with genus g and n boundary components. This is the 
result which would be expected by consideration of the determinants in the partition function. 
If one now chooses for each function the specific one which leads to the Eourier transforma¬ 
tion for the symplectic measure of the orbit one reproduces the result for the two-dimensional 
Yang-Mills theory on arbitrary oriented manifolds [^. 
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4 Concluding Remarks 


In this article we have shown that it is possible to calculate the partition function of the linear 
Poisson-sigma model on an arbitrary oriented two-dimensional manifold. To achieve this 
result we started with the partition function on the disc and then defined the glueing product 
( |3.9|) to go over to manifolds with arbitrary genus and number of boundary components. The 
result includes the case of closed manifolds, which was calculated in |]l^ in another way. An 
interesting further step towards the general quantization of the Poisson-sigma model would 
be the calculation of the partition function for more general Poisson structures. 


The connection between the Poisson-sigma model and Kontsevich’s star product discov¬ 
ered by Cattaneo and Felder Q remains a topic worthy of further research. The use of the 
star product in the deformation quantization approach to quantum theory provides new in¬ 
sights in quantum mechanics, see [28| and references therein, and quantum field theory |29|. 
Up to now one has used in these works essentially the Moyal star product, which is limited 
to functions defined on symplectic manifolds. To treat gauge theories in this approach it will 
be necessary to work in the more general context of Poisson manifolds, in which case the 
Kontsevich construction, which yields the star product as a formal series in h, is relevant. 
Here one may hope to gain information on the perturbative expansion from knowledge of the 
complete partition function, which we have studied in this paper for a particular case. This 
case, where one deals with a linear Poisson structure, is particularly interesting because of 
the close connection which here prevails between the Kontsevich product and the Campbell- 
Baker-Hausdorff formula of group theory [30|. 


This work was supported in part (T.Schwarzweller) by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft in con¬ 
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